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INTERIOR DESIGN

'Too cool for school

PHOTO COURTESY OF MALASPINA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Bodkl Ellins teaches Raphaela Holenstein at Malaspina Unhversity-College in Manalme, where the Island's first four-year-degres Interlor design program opens this fall,

Degree program will bring serious style to the Island

JOANNE HATHERLY
Times Cofonist
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ot Malaspina University

Ciollege thes fall. For the
past 14 vers, the school has offered
o two-yenr diploma program that
will now b pliised out.

At first blush it might seem the
[=lanad's robviisd residentil snd co-
mercial construction activity has
Pzl el the beeled-up progrom, b
e t] Elbm=, prolessar ol Malaspina's
interior design school, says a chamge
in repulations and higher industey
standards are behind the change.

The supply of registered interio
designers on the [sland has always
bBezen tight

*There mught be only o dazen on
the Island,” Ellins sayvs, "and yer we
hurve 2 log of people working in the
design industry.”

Ivan Memde, ownier and principal
designer at The Meade Group in
Vietoria welcomes the news. Az an
emplover, les Foand searching lor
qquinlafied interdor designers rfe with
[rustmiton

"Yoru weant v designer 1o come i
with & shared base of knowledge,™
swyvs Meade, who eventually hired
two graduates of Malasping's two.
vear interior design and graphics
diploma program

“When 1 was interiiewing, |

found S0 many called them=elves
designers, but they diln't even know
the first thing about window treat-
ments or design basics.™

Steve Copp, president of YVicto-
ria's Canadian Home Builders Asso-
cintion, takes o newtral view on the
NEW prograem

=“A= g bullder {15 obvious thist
cilucation and frammng in any parct

FOE N MACKAY DARREN STONE, TIRALS COLONIST
Although they agree a sense of style is innate, designer Ivan Meade, left,
and bullder Steve Copp say that holding a degres in the subject Indicates
the person is serious about design and construction,

of the industry is good,” Copp says,
“But as for as the question of
whether wi enly use people who nre
certilod designers, the answer 18
no, IF seneeone has o sense of colour
o =ty le, they do, 1T they don't, they
don't.™

Meade agrees there 15 much
about design that s innate or best
learned on-the-job, Where both he

and Copp see the value in the new
program is that it will buald o base
||[ llL'H:IHI:IL‘! < Wi are erioids Aol
desipn and constructionm.

*The degree would be an asaer”™
Caopp zavs, "because il mught indi-
cafe thal vou're dealing with soomae-
ogee who 15 invelved i thie morket,
is paving attention fo current {rends
and who approaches thewr business
asa professional. But that doecsn't
mean [ wouldn't work with somoomne
who dosesn't have one.™

When the trapsition to profes.
sionalizing mterior designers 15
complete, Echo Eaton, an interio
designer af the Meade Group, will
ot be able to sdvertise hersell as
an interior designer, even though
shi completed Malisping's two-yeir
interior design diplama program

She's Ok with that, sayving that
she will IkEely eventunlly |||||.1|'.1L|¢'
Im the menntime, =he welcomes the
news, VI8 s really great to see things
moving locally to promote the
design industry.”

Desigmers can't forecast what
impact an influx of fouryear grad.
wiites will have on tlee Jocal |.|1.'.~.'|.p:u
SeThie,

Bart Ellims savs mist siech schon|s
are Bsedd i Ontario, so Madaspinn’s
new program could advance a more
distinctive West Coast style that is
independent of Eastern Canadian
influences

= See STANDARDS, Page E2
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The dient conference room at The Meade Group in Vidorla features an oversized damask wall covering designed in-house. Owner and principal designer Ivan
Meade has already hired two graduates of Malaspina®s two-year program and welcomes the news of a four-year degres program,

Standards coming for designer title

Members will soon
be required to hold
a recognized degree

= From Page E1

Eaton says Island homeowners usaed
to favour more traditional stybes, bui
the growing design industry will help
us become bess plgeon-hoded. “There
is an array of local talent with n mul.
titucle of design sfyles, and | think our
towm 13 ready o embrace i1,”

Anyone con call himsell or herself
o interior designer, but the industry
huis huis plins for setting stansbards anad
professionalizing designers. Toward
that end, the registered Interio
Designers Institute of Brtish Colim:
bim, a provineinl professional charter
EiFaigh, Fas enlebed i & merger w i
the Architects Institute of British
Coalumb, That meeans there will be
'\[I'IL'H.'r rL'LlII!l 1,'|::|.'r|1.=: far I:|'|l|.'|II||It'I'h.
smong which is that they groduate
[rom n recoenied degree progrm

Adl of this i= o move toward inte-
rior designers attaining professional
recopnition from the government,
which will enable them o provect the
tithe in minch the same Wiy Llund mr i
tecturnl assacutions closely guard the
diesionation of architect

What does that menn to the con-
sumer? Maybe nob =0 much, excep!
that when hiring a registered inberio
desipner, there will be o beviel of gual-
ification that comes with having 1o
meed standards set out in both Cansda
and the United States

Ellins says, “It will mean that wiien
they |consumers) hire an interior
designer, they can be assured tha
they're himnng a professional."” Bul
what elsed

Interor designers (as apposed to
mterier decorators) will have com-
pleted a four-year-degree progrum,
and a two-vear internship. Designers
can plan spaces, draft plans, monifor
ndbherence 1o building eodes, bl and
administer contracts, and are versed
in fire safety, electrical, mechanical
anad ||!u|||||||1|.e Sy REEETIS Sl I|||:':|' i O
laborate with all members ol a con-
struction team, They cannot modily
o design bwnd-bearing walls, but ehey
can change non-loed-bearing walls,
and advise an sub-floors, materials
and more.

Interior decorstors work with the
surface esthetics in the residentisl
design such as selecting furnishings,
colour themes and textiles and co.
ardinating style

There may be overiap with intersr
designers depending on the skill se
af ther inlerior decorator

Malaspinn's interior design school

will be British Columbia’s second
apecredifed four-vear progrom. The
other is Kwantlen University-Caollege
in Vancouwver, where third-year stu-
dents recently won first place in ihe
Interior Design Educators Counedl
student competilian, which covers the
Pacilie MNorthwest

Both Ewantlen and Malasping
receive many more applications for
their interior design programs than

they can speesnmodate. Applications
ot both schools hover between 75 and
125, with enly 2000r 24 places avail-
able at each school

Malasping intends (o malotain fis
current bevel of enrolment

And while the booming consiric-
rhoas kndustry maghi leand] o 1o et
that enrolment would rnise, Peter
Chevrier ml Kwantlen sovs exactly the
oppasile hns occurmed. The nbundanee

DEAWINGS DY DCHO DATON, WLADE GO
Above: Echo Eaton, an interior designer at The Meade Group, plans to upgrads har two-year diploma from Malaspina,
Below: Eaton's drawings show that a designers' role extends beyond surface esthetics.

of available jobs, and the increased
competition from other schools has
el Kwantlen's enroalmsent fo drop over
thiz puist few years.

In fact, Eatan gays she winld like
Lo upgrade to the degree, but she's
emphoyed full-bme and happy in her
curren? role as desigmer ot The M ende
Group, =['ve gob o lof going on here,”
=ny's Ealon
jhathestyi@te canvwest.com



